an                RUSSIAN CULTURE: RELIGION

policy was given a theoretical justification. Wholesale and indis-
criminate condemnation of Christianity was declared to be a
mistake and a vulgarization of Marxism* A real Marxist should
understand that at certain historical periods, and under certain
conditions, Christianity could be a progressive force. Such was its
function in the early centuries of its existence when it had a defi-
nitely democratic and even revolutionary character. Likewise,
Russia's conversion to Christianity back in the tenth century
should be regarded as a historical event of positive importance in-
asmuch as it introduced into the life of the Russian people ele-
ments of culture higher than they had known before. The last
point is of particular interest: the revaluation of the part played
by the Christian church in Russian history was in line with the
general tendency to restore to a position of honor certain events
and figures of Russia's historical past in order to strengthen pa-
triotism and a sense of national unity.2

It would be premature to speak of a reconciliation between
church and state in Soviet Russia. As yet the official materialist
philosophy of the Communist regime has not been repudiated,
and real religious freedom has not been granted. But for the time
being the government has found it necessary to modify its former
uncompromising position, and to allow religious sentiment a
somewhat broader scope of expression.

How the fate of religion in Russia will be affected by the mo-
mentous crisis through which the country is passing today no one
can predict with certainty.
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*It must be said that this tendency began to be noticed several years before 1939.
For bsfcnce, in December 1936, the cocnk opera Bagatyri (Titans) was taken from
the boards because of its satirical treatment of Russia's conversion.